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Dvar Torah 
 By Max Weinstein

This week’s parasha, Parashat Mishpatim, starts off

”ואלה המשפטים אשר תשים לפניהם“ 

This verse seems normal until you realize that it is the first 
verse of a parasha, but it starts with a “ ו”, which means “and”. If 
this is starting a parasha, why does the verse start off with a word 
used to connect two verses?

Rashi explains that the Torah has the word “and” placed 
there to call attention to a connection between Parashat 
Mishpatim and the previous parasha, Parashat Yitro. In Parashat 
Yitro, the Torah was given at Har Sinai, so the commandments in 
the parasha were obviously all given at Sinai by Hashem. This 
connecting “and” shows that the commandments set forth in 
Parahsat Mishpatim were also given at Sinai.
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 Shabbat Zmanim LMS 

Mincha/Kabbalat Shabbat/
Maariv.......................5:35 pm 

Shacharit......7:15/9/9:15 am 

Snif………………..4:10 pm  

Mincha......................5:20 pm 

Maariv.......................6:35 pm 

Shabbat End………6:40 pm 

Upcoming Events 

March. 11 NCSY/Bnei 
Akiva Purim Party after 
Shabbat at Kohelet Yeshiva 
High School.  

Our Mission 

Our mission is to inspire and 
empower Jewish Youth with a 
deep commitment to the 
Jewish people, the Land of 
Israel, and the Torah through a 
wide variety of informal and 
experiential educational 
programs.

Akivaton
Snif This Week is at 4:10 PM!!!

Madrichim at the BAMA Shabbaton.
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The Aseret Hadibrot were given in Parashat Yitro, which are 
the fundamental commandments of Judaism, and people follow 
them carefully. Parashat Mishpatim contains many commandments 
about how to treat your fellow man, which can sometimes be 
viewed as mundane and trivial, so we tend to be more lax in 
observing them. Thus, this “and” is added in to emphasize that 
these commandments are just as important as the Aseret Hadibrot.

There is a story which pertains to this about a newlywed 
who was careful to follow the strongest opinion for each mitzvah. 
A week before Sukkot, his wife asked that they go to her elderly 
mother and spend Sukkot with her. Her husband agreed, and they 
arrived at her mother’s house a few hours before Sukkot began.As 
the husband unpacked, he noticed that his mother-in-law’s 
sukkah was not built according to the stringent opinion of the 
great Chazon Ish. Because Sukkot was beginning in a few hours, 
he realized that he could not adjust the sukkah to conform to the 
Chazon Ish’s opinion or return to his home.With no other 
choice, the husband was “forced” to stay in the sukkah of one of 
his mother-in-law’s neighbors. Meanwhile, his wife and her 
mother were left to “enjoy” their Sukkot through bitter tears. 
When a prominent Rabbi heard this story, he remarked, “He kept 
the Rabbinical stringency of the Chazon Ish, but violated the 
Torah’s prohibition (Shemot, 22:21) against causing pain to a widow 
or orphan!”

With no other choice, the husband was “forced” to stay in 
the sukkah of one of his mother-in-law’s neighbors. Meanwhile, 
his wife and her mother were left to “enjoy” their Sukkot through 
bitter tears. When a prominent Rabbi heard this story, he 
remarked, “He kept the Rabbinical stringency of the Chazon Ish, 
but violated the Torah’s prohibition (Shemot, 22:21) against causing 
pain to a widow or orphan!

Sponsors 

This issue was generously sponsored by the Gordan Family in 
honor of the groundbreaking and new construction at Kohelet 
Yeshiva  

 For sponsorship opportunities, please contact 
ephraim.jacobson@koheletyeshiva.org  
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Bnei Akiva Spotlight: 
The Jacobson Family 

Q: What Galil is your family 
part of? 

 A: We live in Lower Merion 

Q: How long has your family 
been involved in Bnei Akiva? 

 A: Yoni was in Bnei AKiva as a 
kid, and our family starting 
getting involved in Bnei Akiva 
when Tali started Moshava in 
eidah hey.  

Q: What do you like most about 
Bnei Akiva? 

 A: We like how it motivates our 
children to live and love Ertetz 
Yisrael, Torat Yisrael, and Am 
Yisrael. 

Q: How many words of יד אחים 
do you know by heart? 

 A: All of them 

Contact Us 

If you have any questions 
please contact:

Lower Merion Bnei Akiva: 
lmbneiakiva@gmail.com  

Lower Merion Bnei Akiva
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